Priest in Charge: Reverend Belinda Marflitt

BENEFICE NEWS
The decision to start the Benefice News again and distribute it online was to ensure
that we were not putting our delivery teams at risk and to give us the opportunity to
be able to update news quickly without the concerns of print deadlines and costs. It
would be great to have news to put into the magazine particularly as there are few
events taking place in the villages at the moment.
If you have any news then plase send it to Judy on dpsbenefice@gmail.com. If there
are any images that you need to be included then please send them to me as seperate files. I look forward to including the news and hopefully being able to go back to our
usual routiine in the next few months.

NEXT EDITION OF THE MAGAZINE
Items for inclusion in the January edition should be passed to you parish representatives by

20th Dec 2020.

Durweston & Bryanston - Emma Corry, emmacorry26@aol.com
Pimperne -Vacancy .
Stourpaine - Ms Judith Jakes (01258 808 454) or email dpsbenefice@gmail.com

If there is anything that you would like to see included, have any comments on our
magazine or would like to place an advert in one of our forthcoming editions, please
contact the Editor - Judith Jakes on 07957607111 or dpsbenefice@gmail.com.

CONTACTS IN THE BENEFICE
Licensed Lay
Ministers:

Martin Richley: Gwenerne, Pimperne 			
Penny Wallis: 7 St. Nicholas Gardens, Durweston

(450595)
(455094)

Lay Pastoral
Assistants:

Jacqui & Barry Torrance: 7 Liddington Crescent, Blandford (480713)
Sue Atkinson: Rose House, South Holme, Stourpaine
(455778)
Anne Allan: 1 Manor Farm Close, Pimperne
(456553)
Church Wardens:
Durweston:
Lesley Bryning
(450102)		
Michael Joseph [488545]
Pimperne:
John Beckford
[721318)		
Margaret Latham (489724)
Stourpaine:
Chris Brown
(451129)

Reverend Belinda Marflitt
The Vicarage, Shaston Road, Stourpaine DT11 8TA
Telephone: 0333 0118088		
beneficerevb@outlook.com
Benefice administrators email
office@psdbenefice.org.uk

Website: www.psdbenefice.orguk
The weekly Pews News will be available online every week so that you can catch up
on the news and share in the reading for the week.

Benefice Reflection
The bells of waiting Advent ring.
The tortoise stove is lit again
and lamp-oil light across the night
has caught the streaks of winter rain
In many a stained-glass window sheen
from Crimson Lake to hooker’s green.
The holly in the windy hedge
and around the Manor House the yew
will soon be stripped back to deck the ledge
the altar, font and arch and pew,
So, the villagers can say
‘The Church look nice’ on Christmas day.
Provincial Public houses blaze,
Corporation tramcars clang,
Where paper decorations hang,
and bunting in the red town Hall
Says ‘Merry Christmas to you all.’
And London shops on Christmas Eve
Are strung with silver bells and flowers
As hurrying clerks, the City leave
To pigeon-haunted classic towers,
And marbled clouds go scudding by
The many-steepled London sky.
And girls in slacks remember Dad,
And oafish louts remember Mum,
And sleepless children’s hearts are glad.
And Christmas-morning bells say ‘Come!’
Even to shining ones who dwell
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel.
And is it true? And is it true,
This most tremendous tale of all,
Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue,
A Baby in an ox’s stall ?
The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me ?
And is it true ? For if it is,
No loving fingers tying strings
Around those tissued fripperies,
The sweet and silly Christmas things,
Bath salts and inexpensive scent
And hideous tie so kindly meant………
‘Christmas’ by Sir John Betjeman 1954

Despite the space this poem has taken
up in the benefice magazine this month,
my apologies to the editor, I felt it
needed to be included this year – because it is pure Joy! Seventy years on,
the language might not be considered
particularly PC, but for me it evokes a
deep sense of nostalgia of a time long
past. I do remember going to the village
Christmas bazaar and buying some pink
bath salts with a rather curious smell, a
Christmas present for my mother. The
jar sat on the bathroom window sill for
years unused. I remember too, walking
up to the woods with my dad and siblings
to collect holly with bright red berries –
to deck the ‘halls’ of our house.
I suspect for many of you, this poem
will evoke a memory, a moment in time,
long forgotten and it may not be of
Christmas.
Poems, books and newspapers capture
‘moments in time.’ Looking back over
this extraordinary year, I wonder how
this ‘moment in time’ be recorded for
the generations to come? 2020 has
been a tough one and one that the world
was not expecting or prepared for. Some
of you will look back and remember
loved ones lost to the virus. Some of you
might remember feeling just plain worn
out, caring for the sick or ensuring the
children in our schools are safe from
the virus or ensuring that there is food
on our tables, ensuring that the post
was delivered – I am talking about our
health care professionals, teachers and
so many others – too many to mention
here, you are the people who have held
the country together.

I know too that there have been disappointments, weddings, baptisms, VE day celebrations cancelled or postponed. Funerals, well they have been different and sometimes
difficult, but as always, it has been a privilege to come alongside families and offer
some comfort.
I was shocked when Justin Wellby announced that the Churches would be closed. I understood why, but in times of national emergency, people are drawn to church whether
they have faith not. Church offers a place of stillness, a place to make sense of it all
and not to be able to offer the community that space has been particularly painful.
Despite this, there have been moments of hope, joy and moments of revelation. We
have discovered what is to be a community again. I have witnessed great acts of kindness, people coming together to shop, to collect medicines for those who are vulnerable and shielding or just alone. We have had conversations over fences. Deckchairs
and tables have been set out on pavements for morning coffee or afternoon tea with
neighbours – socially distanced of course!
In the stillness of the first lockdown we discovered the beauty of the world about us.
Spring seemed more abundant, more colourful. I think it’s always like this, we’ve just
had the time to enjoy it and appreciate it.
As this strange year draws to an end, the church moves into the season of Advent, a
season of reflection and contemplation on the year past and the year to come. Christians are encouraged to do some spiritual spring cleaning and I guess there might be
a few people asking ‘so where is God in all of this?’ Well, I think God has been present
in every kind action every kind word spoken and in every selfless action.
So how will ‘this moment in time’ be recorded? I hope, whether it is recorded in poems,
stories or personal testimonies our heroes are recognised. I also hope that it records
that humanity had changed and this new sense of community of caring for other became the norm and not just a transient response, and that we found a much greater
appreciation for our wonderful world.
At the time of writing this piece, it looks like we will be able to deck the halls with holly,
hang paper decorations and join with family members for a short time. Christmas will
be different this year, but we can look forward to 2021 with a sense of hope.
And the final verse………..
No love that in a family dwell,
No carolling in frosty air,
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single Truth compare That God was man in Palestine
And lives today in Bread and Wine.
Christmas blessings to you all.
Rev Belinda Marflitt

Advent Course 2020
Every year we hear the wonderful Christmas story read from the Bible, or maybe in Nativity plays. We
sing Christmas carols which also tell the story. But
how well do we really know the story? We hear it in
fragments as we follow the lectionary each year. So,
over five weeks - three before Christmas and two
after - we will hear it in full, along with prophecies and
some Old Testament stories, which the Gospel writers would have known, and which inspired their telling
the story of the Early Life of Jesus. We will have time
to think about and consider these events.
We will continue to meet on zoom on Wednesday 9th
December; Mondays 11th January and 1st February.
It will be 2-4pm - bring a cup tea/coffee and cake!
Recommended reading is: Paula Gooder - ‘Journey
to the Manger’. If you would like to participate please
contact Belinda - beneficerevb@outlook.com.

I know that we are being encouraged to support the Blandford
Food Bank, but the idea of a Reverse Advent Calendar seems
to be an excellent way to prepare for Christmas. If we start
on Sunday 13th November and
place items in the box for the
next 25 days then there will be
a fantastic Food box for a family.
Please consider including some
treats in the box as well the essentials and try not to include
nuts or nut based products.
Please ensure that the items
are tinned or dried goods and
not fresh vegatables.

Register now for the
2020
Benefice Crib Service!
4pm on Christmas Eve
Just as Mary and Joseph had to register in Bethlehem, you will need to
register for an invitation to this year’s Crib Service! Yes, it’s going to be
on Zoom because 100+ people usually join us, and that’s just not possible in church at present.
Everybody can have a part. So if you or your children would like to dress
up as an Angel or a Shepherd or a King that will be fine – the Bible does
not state a maximum number for any of these!
First of all though, we need to know who plans to join the service, so
that we can keep you informed, and nearer the time, send you the Zoom
invitation.
We would love you to join us, so please send an email to barry@theanswer.org.uk to request an invitation.
Please don’t leave this until last moment – Register now! Even if
you’re not sure yet, Register now anyway!

COMFORT AND JOY!
This is the theme for this year’s Christmas Tree Trail
organised by the Parish Church in Blandford. Local schools
will have a tree each displayed in the Bath House (at the back
of the Church) to form part of this outdoor trail running from
December 4th to Christmas Eve. Durweston and Pimperne
schools are taking part; and trees from both schools are now
in place. Don’t forget to have a look when you are next ‘in
town’!
(Photo: Pimperne school’s tree)

The Benefice Remembers
For the sake of men we never knew
We trooped into this hall
Where names in Golden letters were written on
the wall
Somebody sounded a bugle
And ghosts seemed every where
Until the last note softly fell
On the suddenly empty air
Then the world filled up with living
in its own accustomed way
With the usual busy traffic
Of the usual busy day

One of the many poems
read out by the children of Durweston School in their service of
Remembrance on Wednesday
11th November in St Nicholas
Church.

But what I most remember
And know that I always will
is how we stood utterly silent,
And absolutely still
Anon
We might not have been able to ‘troop’ into our churches last Sunday. We did, however, stand in church porches, in our Zoom service, in the doorways of our homes and
around war memorials. Only the sound of the bugle and bells stirred the silence as we
stood and remembered those men and women who gave their lives in two world wars
and other conflicts since. So we have freedom today.
My grateful thanks to Mike and Emma for ringing the bells at Stourpaine and Durweston. The flower ladies, Emma, Hattie, Jackie at Durweston; Anne and Jane at Pimperne,
and Fran at Stourpaine. All three churches looked fittingly fabulous
Revd Belinda
All the photographs from the Benefice Churches can be found on the Benefice Website

Sunday Services for
6th to 27th December 2020
Date		Time		Service			Location
December			
6th
8am		
Holy communion (BCP) Holy Trinity, Stourpaine
		9:30 am		Morning Service1
Zoom
		6 pm		Advent Service22		
St Peter, Pimperne
13th		9:30am		Morning Service		Zoom
		11am		Holy Communion		Holy Trinity, Stourpaine
		6pm		Service of readings,
				
reflections and carols2 St Nicholas, Durweston
20th
		
		

9:30		Morning Service		Zoom
11 am		
Holy Communion
St Peter, Pimperne
6 pm		
Carol Service2		
Holy Trinity, Stourpaine

23rd

7 pm		

Christmas Service

Zoom

24th
4 pm		Crib Service		Zoom
Christmas Eve 10 pm		
Christmas Service
St Peters Pimperne
				with HC
		
11:30pm
Midnight Service
St Nicholas Durweston
				with HC
25th
9:30 am		
Morning service with
Christmas Day			Carols
		
10 am		
Christmas Service
				with HC
Sunday 27th
Christmas 1
9:30am		
Service of 		
				Holy Communion

St Peters Pimperne
Holy Trinity, Stourpaine

St Peters Pimperne

Weekly Services December 2020
Day		Time		Service			Location
Monday

9:30 am

Morning Prayer		

Zoom*

Wednesday 9:30 am

Morning Prayer		

Zoom*

Thursday
10 - Noon
Church Open – Private Prayer
								All churches
Friday 		

9:30 am

Morning Prayer		

Zoom*

Sunday

9:30 am

Morning Service		

Zoom*

Open the Book.

The Open the Book team continues to bring dramatised Bible stories to children in Pimperne and Durweston primary schools using
Zoom technology. There have been three productions to date, and
a fourth (‘The First Christmas’) is in preparation. If you would like to
see what we’ve been up to, they can be viewed using the following
links:

‘The Boy in the Temple’ (10 minutes)
‘Jesus is Baptised’ (11 minutes)
‘The Lost Coin’ (9 minutes)
The First Christmas (12 minutes)
http://www.psdbenefice.org.uk/open-the-book
If you have a problem viewing these, please contact Judy Jakes

Website: www.psdbenefice.org.uk
The weekly Pews News will be available online every week so that you can catch up on
the news and share in the reading for the week. Our calendar pages will include the
services in each Church and will also contain events run in the villages. Judy Jakes is
currently the editor of the Calendar, if you have any posts relating to activities in your
parish then please email the details to Judy on office@psdbenefice.org.uk

DURWESTON & BRYANSTON NEWS
Durweston Parish Council

The Durweston Parish Council have adopted the village telephone box. Once Covid 19
has past, we are planning to install a shelving system and to use it as a village book
and game swap operated on an honesty basis. We are hoping it will become a fun and
valued village resource for all ages.

A new stone has been
fitted at Durweston War
Memorial to commemorates 100 years since
WW1

School Year @ Durweston Primary School
It’s been a strange term. For all of us I expect.
It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school. We’ve got used to
staggered starts and multiple entrances; to not being able to chat to parents at
the gate but to waving at them across the field; to the seemingly endless amounts
of handwashing (we’re much slicker now than we were) and have got through quite
a lot of hand sanitizer. Everyone knows who is in their bubble and who they need to
avoid and so far, we’ve all remained healthy. (In fact, attendance this term is at an
all-time high!) It is still a little odd going into classrooms and finding the children all
sitting in rows; lunchtimes are a nightmare as we can’t all sit in the hall together
but….
We have managed to celebrate harvest and Remembrance Day and we are
planning two nativities and a carol service. We’re still going to the Forest and
keeping fit running the Daily Mile. In fact, several of members of staff have been
bitten by the running bug and have been seen out running after school and at
lunchtimes, both with and without children!
We have elected a new set of Representatives – six year 6 children who meet
regularly to see how they can improve school live. However, their first idea has
been to go litter picking around the village. They are keen to do their bit to help the
community so will be out-and-about on Friday lunchtimes. Mrs Kirwin our SENDCo,
and her gardening team are well on the way to completing our new Spiritual garden
, we’ve had a crazy hair day to raise money for school and went on a ramble to
raise money for Children in Need.
And, of course, we’ve kept on with the day-to-day business of teaching.
So, with Christmas Carols ringing in my ears as I type, it only remains to wish you
all a very happy Christmas and a much happier New Year!
Nicola Brooke
Headteacher

If you are looking for a nursery place for your child or a school place for next
September, we are still welcoming visits from symptom-free, mask-wearing
individuals. We would love to show you round. Please ring the school office on
01258 452277 to make an appointment

PIMPERNE HAPPENINGS
ST PETER’S CHURCH 100 CLUB

Despite there being no Village Coffee Mornings since the first Covid 19 lockdown in
March, the 100 Club draws have still taken place with monthly prizes of £30 and £15
being distributed each month to the winners. We are pleased to report that nearly
everybody has renewed their annual subscription of £15 and that we have also attracted some new members. As usual half of the money collected will be given to the
Church and the remainder reserved for cash prizes.
The first draw for 2020/2021 took place on Saturday 7 November and our monthly
prizes will continue throughout the year at £30 and £15, with the exception of December when the prizes will be boosted to £100, £50 and £25. Thank you to everyone
who has supported us.
Anne Allan/Carole Beckford

Blandford Forum Food Bank Facebook post

With 2020 being such a difficult year for so many, Blandford Food Bank would like to help
spread a little Cheer amongst the Children
of the Families in our local community who
need our support. Our aim is to give every
Child a gift bag filled with new toys which will
be distributed with their Families Christmas
food parcel.
Every Child deserves a Christmas and for
some this year whose Parents are struggling, this may not be otherwise possible. If
you would like to contribute we have collection points at :Blandford Food Bank (United Reform
Church)
Tues & Thurs 10am – 12 am
Spoons Dorset
Mon,Tues,Thurs, Friday, Sat 10am - 4pm
The Langton Arms Pub (Tarrant Monkton)
Please knock on the door
Weds – Saturday 12am – 5 pm
Chaffers Estate Agents
Mon – Friday 9am to 12am
We are also able to collect items if you are
shielding or do not drive. Please send us a message via our Facebook page.
You are an amazing Community. A BIG THANK YOU – From Gail and the Team at Blandford
Food Bank

HIRE OF THE RYLAND ROOM, ST PETER’S

This warm and welcoming room is available to hire on an ad hoc
basis or as block bookings which attract a discount. Ideal for rehearsals, meetings or small gatherings. It can seat a maximum
of 25 for lunch/dinner. The room has its own kitchen and toilet
facilities.
Please contact:
Mary Newnham 01258 455331 email marynewnham@msn.com

Tools can beat poverty
Tools with a Mission (TWAM) collects tools and other items to send
to poverty-stricken families in the developing world to help them
start earning a livelihood. Tools, which may need refurbishing but
should be in working order, are sorted by TWAM volunteers into
kits for trades, including building, plumbing, carpentry, mechanics,
gardening, groundwork, leatherwork and shoemaking, sewing
machines, knitting machines and haberdashery for dressmaking.
Children’s textbooks and educational books are also welcome and
some power tools can also be sent.
For further information or if you have some spare tools to offer please contact
the new collector for the area Nick Allen tel. 01258 881676 and he will be most
grateful.

Wizard Electricals
07956 789861
info@wizardelectricals.co.uk

http://wizardelectricals.co.uk/
Local Friendly Reliable

- Rewires
- New Consumer Units

Apples & Pears
Fruit Tree Pruning
Including:
Orchard restoration
Veteran fruit tree management
Pest & disease identification/advice
Fruit tree supply & planting
Design & planning small garden
orchards.

- EICR (periodic inspections)
- Extra sockets
- Lighting
- Heating
- Call out / fault finding

Affordable, Competitive & Local
Chartered tree consultant with over 30 years
experience.

- Blandford based
- Fully insured

Call for a FREE initial consultation
Fully insured/no VAT
01258 450557
info@wadeytrees.co.uk

Portmore Electrical Ltd
are a family owned and
run Napit, Electric Safe, Trustmark and ECS approved electrical inspecting and contracting company based in Pimperne who specialise in.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Domestic, Agricultural, Industrial, Commercial, Educational and Equestrian Installations
Electrical Installation Condition Reports
Rewires, Electrical Upgrades, Repairs & Alterations
Fire, Security, CCTV & Emergency Lighting Systems
Internal & External Lighting Design & Installation
Consumer Unit Replacements
Fault Finding
PAT Testing
24 Hour Call Out
Fully Insured & Qualified to BS 7671

For further details or a free no obligation quotation please call Portmore Electrical
on 01258 458794 or  07917 776252
Email:
admin@portmoreelectrical.co.uk
Website: www.portmoreelectrical.co.uk
Find us on Facebook

Friars Moor Veterinary Clinic is a professional,
dedicated and friendly team providing excellent
care in the best interests of you and your pets.

24 Hour Emergency Care
Consultations by appointment
Sturminster: 01258 472314 Shaftesbury: 01747 850500 Blandford: 01258 472160

www.friarsmoorvets.co.uk

STOURPAINE HAPPENINGS
STOURPAINE VILLAGE HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS
Please use the online booking if you possibly can.
Go to http://www.stourpaine.info/villagehall
and choose “Make a Booking (Weekly Diary)”
from the “Bookings & Policy” menu. Felicity Cox
is the Bookings Administrator and can be contacted at stourpainebookings@gmail.com or by
telephone on 07555 433 513.
If you would like to promote an event on the
website, please contact: Catherine Kene – Website Co-ordinator Tel: 01258 446466 Email: catherinekene@gmail.com

Stourpaine Tennis Club news.
Well, what a year we have had so far. When lockdown happened back
in March, courts were closed nationwide. The government soon recognised however, that exercise is important and tennis is one of the less
risky sports, as it is naturally socially distanced. Gradually, in line with
LTA guidance, the committee have worked hard to deal with changing
protocols and ensure safe practice so the courts could open throughout the summer and since.
The planned tournaments, social events and league competitions had to be cancelled
unfortunately but members’ sessions on Sunday mornings, Wednesday mornings and
(until November) Thursday evenings, have recommenced, with careful monitoring. In
fact, the courts have been well-used throughout this time, with new people joining and
members encouraged to arrange plenty of games with people they had not played with
before.
The Dorset Winter League has just started, with a mixed team entry. Coaching is running for Juniors on a Saturday morning and Adults on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.
For more information email club coach Simon Kevern of Blandford Tennis Academy:
blandfordtennis@hotmail.co.uk
New members are always welcome and there are discounted rates for joining midyear. Contact Membership Secretary Felicity Cox on 01258 454840 / email: stourpainetennisclub@gmail.com
For more information see our website: www.stourpainetennisclub.org
Well anything could happen between penning this piece and publication but here is hoping that tennis can continue!
Sam Harriskine
Secretary STC

The old post oﬃce
15 Shaston Rd,
Stourpaine,
Blandford Forum
DT11 8TA,
Jasonp_mather@hotmail.com
Phone number: 01258 451067

STOURPAINE FRIDAY CLUB
The club is not going on at the moment however we are looking at ways to keep in touch
with you all during this time. We have a great team of volunteers but if anyone would like to
come and help or like more information then please contact Judith Jakes on 07957607111
for more details.

STOURPAINE GARDENING CLUB

All Meeting cancelled at the moment

Given the current situation we will need to see if restrictions are lifted
and whether this will go ahead.
Please contact Jan 453470 for more information

Yes REALLY...
4 We REALLY are based locally in our Sturminster Newton Offices, with
free customer parking.

4 You REALLY can call into our offices to discuss your insurance, financial
services, or risk management requirements face to face.

4 All our staff REALLY do have to go through a rigorous and ongoing
licensing and competency programme.

4 As a mutual company we REALLY do work for the benefit of our
policyholders – not shareholders.

4 NFU Mutual REALLY do win awards and recognition for the quality of
their products and services.

4 Over 90% of our existing customers REALLY do renew their policies
with us each year.

4 We REALLY do offer insurance covers for a broad spectrum of private
clients and rural businesses – not just farmers.

For a REAL conversation about your insurance
with REAL people, pop in and see us or give
us a ring on 01258 473299 or email
sturminsternewton@nfumutual.co.uk
Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

A very

Happy Christmas
to you all

Church services at St Peter’s, Pimperne, Holy Trinity,
Stourpaine, St Nicholas, Durweston with Bryanston.
Our lovely Churches will be open again for services from Sunday the 6th December.
Please see the Church Lytch Gates, Church Porches and the Benefice website
psdbenefice.org.uk for service times and details of our Zoom services.
Due to the current restrictions, each church can only accommodate a limited
number of people this year. To help us remain COVID-19 19 safe, we are operating
a booking system. If you would like to join us for any of the Christmas services in
Church, please contact the following Church Warden’s;
St Peter’s
Holy Trinity
St Nicholas

John Beckford
Chris Brown
Lesley Bryning

01258 721318
01258 451129
01258 450102

Christmas services

6th December
13th December

20th December
23rd December
(Wednesday)

St Peter’s Church, Pimperne
St Nicholas Church, Durweston

Advent Service
Carols, readings and
reflections by Candlelight
Holy Trinity, Stourpaine,
Carol’s by Candlelight
Zoom
Christmas Service
Please contact Revd Belinda for the invite to this service
Beneficerevb@outlook.com

6.00pm Sunday
6.00pm Sunday
6.00pm Sunday
7.00pm

Christmas Eve 24th December
Zoom
St Peter’s, Pimperne

Crib Service
4.00pm
contact Barry Torrance Barry@the-answer.org.uk
Christmas service with Holy Communion 10.00pm

St Nicholas, Durweston

Midnight Service with Holy Communion

11.30pm

Christmas Day 25th December
St Peter’s, Pimperne
Holy Trinity, Stourpaine

Christmas morning service
with Carols
Holy Communion

9.30am
10.00am

Holy communion

9.30am

Sunday 27th December
St Peter’s, Pimperne

May I take this opportunity to offer you and your loved ones
a very happy Christmas and blessed and safe 2021.
Revd Belinda Marflitt Priest-in-Charge

